
 

 
 
EL Civics Objective 43 Environment 
Level:  Intermediate Low - Advanced 
Task #1:  Identify & Sort Recyclables and Non-Recyclables 
Adapted from TAS 

 

Language & Literacy Objectives: 
 

2.  Identify and describe environmental problems. 
 

 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 

In this lesson, students will learn how to identify which waste items are accepted by the 
Curbside Recycling program in the Fremont, which items must be taken to a household 
hazardous waste facility, and which must be reused or put in the trash.  They will get 
practice sorting common household waste items into various categories. 
 

 
ASSESSMENT TASK 
 

Given pictures of 10 common waste items, students will sort them into the following 
categories according to Fremont’s recycling and disposal standards:  1) recyclable; 2) 
non-recyclable (trash); and 3) hazardous waste. 
 
 

SUGGESTED CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES 
 

 Bring in common household items (or have students bring them in).  Students 
work in small groups to sort items into recyclable, non-recyclable (trash) or 
household hazardous waste.  Alternative:  Cards w/pictures of items. 
 

 To spark and enhance discussion, use PowerPoint slideshow with different 
household items and disposal options for Fremont located on Environment ELC 

web page Task 1 Practice: Grey Cart, Green Cart, Blue Cart, or 
Household Hazardous Waste. 



 

 

HANDOUTS PROVIDED 

 
Handout 1:  Vocabulary – Identify & Sort Recyclables 
Handout 2:  Conversation Questions – Environment: Recycling 
Handout 3:  Introduction:  What is Waste? 
Handout 4:  Introduction:  Where Does Waste Go? 
Handout 5:  Practice:  Identify & Sort Recyclables 
 
 

COMPUTER LAB IDEAS 

 
 Create a table in Word with columns for each of the following:  Recyclables, Non-

Recyclables (Trash), and Household Hazardous Waste.  Have students research the 
recycling guidelines for the cities in which they reside.  Afterward, have students 
share their findings—are there any items you can recycle in one city, but not 
another?  (Word, Internet) 
  

 Listen to audio from “Living on Earth: Garbage Mountain” about a landfill in the 
Philippines:  http://www.loe.org/shows/segments.htm?programID=07-P13-
00003&segmentID=6.  Along with the audio, includes photos and a written 
transcript of the show. 

 

http://www.loe.org/shows/segments.htm?programID=07-P13-00003&segmentID=6
http://www.loe.org/shows/segments.htm?programID=07-P13-00003&segmentID=6


 

Task 1 Practice IL-ADV– Handout #1 
 
 

VOCABULARY:  IDENTIFY & SORT RECYCLABLES 
Adapted from Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English Online (www.ldoceonline.com) 

 
 
waste (n.):  Unwanted materials or substances that are left after you have used 
something. 
 
waste disposal:  The process of getting rid of unwanted materials or substances. 
 
trash (also: garbage, refuse, rubbish):  Things that you throw away, such as 
disposable diapers or food that has gone bad. 
 
household hazardous waste:  Common household chemicals and substances for 
which the owner no longer has a use (e.g. paint).  Because they can be dangerous, they 
cannot be thrown away.  They must be taken to a HHW center for disposal. 
 
landfill (n.):  A place where waste is buried under the ground. 
 
reduce:  To use less and create less waste. 
 
reuse:  To use an item more than once (e.g. shopping bag or water bottle). 
 
recycle:  To put used objects or materials through a special process so that they can be 
used again (e.g. recycled paper).  To turn an item into another useful item. 
 
curbside recycling:  In urban areas, a process of collection in which recyclables are 
set out in containers at residential curbsides for pickup and transfer to a designated 
collection center.  Usually:  paper, plastic and glass. 
 
sort (v.):  To organize items into particular groups, e.g. paper, plastic, or glass. 
 
paper:  Material in the form of thin sheets that is used for writing on, wrapping things, 
etc.  In recycling terms, includes letters, cards, newspapers, magazines, cardboard. 
 
plastic:  A light, strong material that is produced by a chemical process, and which can 
be made into different shapes when it is soft.  In recycling terms, includes water bottles, 
milk jugs, food packaging. 
 
glass:  A transparent, solid substance used for making windows, bottles, etc. 
 
recycling center:  A place where recyclables are collected, sorted and processed. 
 
 

http://www.ldoceonline.com/


 

TASK 1 Practice IL-ADV– Handout #2 

 
CONVERSATION QUESTIONS – ENVIRONMENT:  RECYCLING 

Adapted from http://iteslj.org/questions/environment.html (Conversations for the ESL Classroom, I-TESL-J) 

 

1. Do you think people should recycle?  Why or why not?  
 
 
 

2. What are some things that can be recycled?  What can be reused? 
 
 
 

3. What are some examples of waste that can be reduced? 
 
 
 

4. Do you recycle?  If so, do you use curbside recycling, or take your items to a 
recycling center? 
 
 
 

5. What are some things which you recycle?  Reuse?  
 
 
 

6. Do you usually drink bottled water?  Why or Why not?  
 
 
 

7. Does your city make it easy or difficult for citizens to recycle?  
 
 
 

8. Do you think recycling is an important community service?  Why or why not? 
 
 
 

9. Is it common for people in your home country to reduce, reuse or recycle?  
Share some examples. 

  

 



 

TASK 1 Practice IL-ADV– Handout #3 
 

INTRODUCTION:  WHAT IS WASTE? 
© 2009, Images from office.microsoft..com 

 
 WASTE is unwanted materials or substances that are left after you have used 
something.  There are three main types of waste: 
 

 

TRASH 
These are things that you throw 
away such disposable diapers.  
Trash cannot be recycled. 

 
  

 

 

RECYCLABLES 
These are items that can be made into 
something else that is usable.  Many 
paper, plastic, glass and metal  
products can be recycled. 

 

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS 
WASTE 

These are items you no longer 
want, but may have dangerous 
chemicals in them.  You cannot 
throw them away or recycle them.  
Paint and pesticides are examples 
of Household Hazardous Waste. 

 

 

  



 

TASK 1 Practice IL-ADV– Handout  #4 
 

INTRODUCTION:  WHERE DOES WASTE GO? 
© 2009, Images from office.microsoft.com 

 
It is always best to prevent waste if at all possible.  If you must create waste, these are 
the options for disposal: 
 

 

LANDFILL 
A place where waste is buried under 
the ground.  Some items in the trash 
are biodegradable and will break 
down over time.  Other items (such 
as diapers) are not, and may take 
hundreds of years to break down.  

 

  

 

    HAZARDOUS WASTE CENTER  
A location that accepts hazardous 
waste and electronics, including 
automotive items, paint, batteries, 
computers, and TVs.  

 

CURSIDE RECYCLING OR 
RECYCLING CENTER 

Along with your garbage, the City of 
Fremont contracts with Republic 
Services to pick up recycling that you 
place in a separate cart.  If not, you 
can separate your recycling items, 
and take them to a recycling center.  
You can even earn money for items 
you bring to a recycling center! 

 



 

TASK 1 Practice IL-ADV –Handout #5 
 

PRACTICE: IDENTIFY & SORT RECYCLABLES 
Directions:  When we recycle, we sort items into groups.  Write the name of each item 
in the correct group below.  

***The items in one picture can be separated and placed in two 
different carts!*** 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
   

 

RECYCLING WASTE ORGANICS WASTE TRASH 
WASTE 

HOUSEHOLD 
HAZARDOUS WASTE 

    

  Motor Oil 

    

    

    

    



 

 


